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SUBJECT: LOS: LETTER FROM SECRETARY TO SPANISH FOREIGN 
MINISTER 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM SECRETARY 
CARACAS FOR LOS DEL 

1 . YOU SHOULD MAKE EARLIEST POSSIBLE APPOINTMENT WITH 
FOREIGN MINISTER CORTINA TO DELIVER LETTER FROM ME 
REGARDING SPANISH OPPOSITION TO OUR STRAITS OBJECTIVES 
IN THE LOS CONFERENCE. BY SEPARATE TELEGRAM, THERE ARE 
BEING TRANSMITTED SPECIFIC POINTS YOU SHOULD MAKE TO 
CORTINA ON DELIVERING LETTER. FULL TEXT OF LETTER EOLLOWS: 
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2. ' DEAR MR. MINISTER 
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IT WAS A PLEASURE FOR ME TO MEET WITH YOU IN MADRID 
LAST MONTH. THE CONCLUSION OF THE JOINT DECLARATION OE 
PRINCIPLES BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS IS A SOURCE OF 
SATISFACTION TO ME AND MARKS A NEW ERA OE FULL AND FRANK 
CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN SPAIN AND THE UNITED STATES. 

IT IS IN THE SPIRIT OE THE JOINT DECLARATION THAT I 
WISH TO RAISE A MATTER OE BASIC IMPORTANCE ON WHICH, 
UNFORTUNATELY, THERE IS A SERIOUS DIVERGENCE OF VIEWS 

BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS. I REFER TO THE QUESTION OF 
THE REGIME FOR TRANSIT OF STRAITS USED FOR INTERNATIONAL 
NAVIGATION, WHICH IS ONE OF THE MAJOR ELEMENTS OE THE 
NEGOTIATIONS TAKING PLACE AT THE LAW OE THE SEA 
CONFERENCE IN CARACAS, VENEZUELA. 

RECOGNITION IN THE LAW OF THE SEA TREATY OF UNIMPEDED 
TRANSIT THROUGH, OVER AND UNDER STRAITS USED FOR INTER- 
NATIONAL NAVIGATION IS OF VITAL IMPORTANCE TO THE 
UNITED STATES. WE BELIEVE THAT SUCH A RIGHT PROMOTES 
AND IS NECESSARY TO THE COMMON SECURITY OE BOTH OUR 
COUNTRIES. AT THE SAME TIME, WE ARE AWARE OF THE 
INTERESTS OF SPAIN REGARDING THE NEED FOR SAFETY OF 
NAVIGATION AND PREVENTION OE POLLUTION IN STRAITS, 
INCLUDING THE STRAIT OE GIBRALTAR. 

IT IS A MATTER OE DEEP CONCERN TO ME THAT OUR 
POSITIONS REMAIN APART ON THESE IMPORTANT ISSUES. 
THEREFORE, I SUGGEST WE INSTRUCT OUR RESPECTIVE LOS 
REPRESENTATIVES IN CARACAS TO MEET TO SEE IF THEY CAN 
AGREE ON A REGIME FOR THE LOS TREATY WHICH WILL ASSURE 
UNIMPEDED TRANSIT BY ALL VESSELS OE STRAITS USED FOR 
INTERNATIONAL NAVIGATION WHILE EULLY PROTECTING SAFETY 
AND THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT IN STRAITS. 

UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVES IN CARACAS ARE READY 
AT ANY TIME TO JOIN WITH THEIR SPANISH COLLEAGUES IN 
THE RESOLUTION OF THIS DIFFICULT QUESTION. I BELIEVE 
THAT ITS RAPID SETTLEMENT IS IN THE INTEREST OF BOTH 
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OUR COUNTRIES. 

BEST REGARDS, HENRY A. KISSINGER" KISSINGER 


SECRET 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


NNN 


Declassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LAW OF THE SEA, FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION, MEETINGS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 AUG 1974 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CollinPO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE1 75651 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: TSCULLY 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740220-0939 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740854/aaaabusl.tel 

Line Count: 110 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN SS 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CollinPO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 JUN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 JUN 2002 by elyme>; APPROVED <26 FEB 2003 by CollinP0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LOS: LETTER FROM SECRETARY TO SPANISH FOREIGN MINISTER 
TAGS: PLOS, SP 
To: MADRID 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



